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Abstract- This study explores the dynamic relationship 

between tribal folklore and mainstream Assamese 

literature through a comparative literary and cultural 

perspective. Assam is recognised for its multilingual and 

multicultural social fabric, where tribal communities have 

preserved rich oral traditions in the form of folk narratives, 

myths, legends, songs, rituals, and performance practices. 

These traditions carry collective memory, indigenous 

knowledge, ecological consciousness, social values, and 

community identity. Mainstream Assamese literature, on 

the other hand, has evolved through written literary 

traditions while continuously interacting with regional 

cultural expressions. The present study examines points of 

convergence and divergence between these two literary 

streams with special attention to themes, narrative 

patterns, symbolic structures, language use, representation 

of nature, and socio-cultural values. The paper also 

analyses how tribal folklore has contributed to enriching 

Assamese literary imagination and how literary 

incorporation influences the visibility and preservation of 

indigenous traditions. Adopting a qualitative and 

comparative approach based on textual and contextual 

analysis, the study highlights that tribal folklore is not 

peripheral to Assamese literary development but 

constitutes an important cultural foundation that broadens 

literary discourse and promotes inclusive cultural 

understanding. The findings suggest that recognising 

indigenous oral traditions within academic and literary 

spaces strengthens cultural continuity, encourages 

interdisciplinary scholarship, and supports the 

preservation of Assam’s diverse heritage in contemporary 

times. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Assam represents one of the most culturally diverse 

regions of India, where literary traditions have 

developed through continuous interaction among 

linguistic, ethnic, and indigenous communities. 

Alongside the written stream of Assamese literature, 

tribal folklore has remained a significant source of 

cultural expression, preserving narratives, beliefs, 

values, rituals, and collective memory across 

generations. Oral traditions of tribal communities 

continue to function not only as artistic forms but also 

as repositories of historical experience and indigenous 

knowledge. 

 

Mainstream Assamese literature has evolved through 

written forms such as poetry, fiction, drama, essays, 

and criticism. However, the literary landscape of 

Assam cannot be understood in isolation from the 

influence of oral cultural traditions. Tribal folklore 

contributes themes, symbols, ecological 

consciousness, moral values, and alternative 

worldviews that enrich literary production and widen 

interpretative possibilities. 

 

The present study adopts a comparative perspective to 

examine relationships, intersections, and distinctions 

between tribal folklore and mainstream Assamese 

literature. Comparative literary inquiry enables deeper 

understanding of cultural exchange, representation, 

continuity, and transformation within regional literary 

traditions. 

 

1.1 Background of the Study 

Folklore has historically played an important role in 

preserving social memory and transmitting 

community knowledge. Tribal communities of Assam 

have maintained diverse forms of oral expression 

including folktales, songs, myths, legends, proverbs, 

ceremonial performances, and narratives connected 

with everyday life. These forms continue to influence 

broader cultural discourse. 

 

With the growth of written literature and academic 

scholarship, many elements of oral traditions have 

entered mainstream literary spaces. This interaction 
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raises questions concerning literary adaptation, 

representation, authenticity, and cultural preservation. 

 

1.2 Conceptual Understanding of Tribal Folklore 

Tribal folklore refers to collectively shared oral and 

performative traditions transmitted across generations 

within indigenous communities. These traditions 

communicate social ethics, cosmological 

understanding, environmental relationships, and 

community identity. Their value extends beyond 

entertainment and includes educational, historical, and 

cultural functions. 

 

1.3 Mainstream Assamese Literature: Nature and 

Scope 

Mainstream Assamese literature refers to literary 

works recognised within the broader Assamese 

literary tradition and expressed largely through written 

forms. Its development has been influenced by social 

reform, linguistic evolution, regional identity, and 

interactions with multiple cultural groups, including 

tribal communities. 

 

1.4 Need and Significance of the Study 

Although several studies discuss Assamese literature 

and folklore independently, comparative academic 

exploration between tribal folklore and mainstream 

Assamese literary traditions remains limited. This 

study contributes to understanding literary 

inclusiveness, indigenous representation, cultural 

preservation, and interdisciplinary literary research. 

 

1.5 Comparative Dimensions of the Study 

The comparison focuses on themes, narrative 

techniques, symbolism, language use, and character 

representation, relationship with nature, moral 

structures, and cultural identity. The study also 

explores processes of adaptation and reinterpretation 

across oral and written traditions. 

 

1.6 Research Gap 

Existing discussions frequently treat tribal folklore as 

supplementary to literary development rather than as a 

foundational cultural resource. The present study 

addresses this gap by examining tribal folklore as an 

active contributor to Assamese literary imagination. 

 

 

 

1.7 Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine the conceptual and cultural foundations 

of tribal folklore in Assam. 

2. To analyses major characteristics of mainstream 

Assamese literature. 

3. To compare themes, narrative patterns, and literary 

elements between tribal folklore and mainstream 

Assamese literature. 

4. To identify the contribution of tribal folklore to 

Assamese literary development. 

5. To examine the representation of indigenous 

identity and cultural values in literary texts. 

6. To explore the relevance of preserving tribal oral 

traditions in contemporary literary discourse. 

 

II. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

2.1 Introduction 

The review of related literature provides the 

conceptual and scholarly foundation of the present 

study. It enables identification of existing research 

trends, theoretical perspectives, and gaps in 

knowledge concerning tribal folklore and mainstream 

Assamese literature. Since the present work adopts a 

comparative literary approach, literature from folklore 

studies, comparative literature, indigenous studies, 

and Assamese literary scholarship has been 

considered. 

 

2.2 Folklore Studies and Oral Literary Traditions 

Scholarly discussions on folklore emphasise that oral 

traditions preserve collective memory and social 

knowledge through stories, songs, myths, customs, 

and ritual practices. Folklore has been understood not 

merely as entertainment but as a system of meaning 

through which communities communicate values, 

ethics, and cultural continuity. Researchers in oral 

tradition studies have argued that oral narratives 

operate as historical and cultural archives and remain 

central to identity formation. 

 

2.3 Studies on Tribal Folklore in Assam 

Existing academic writings on Assam have 

documented the rich oral traditions of tribal 

communities through collections of folktales, songs, 

legends, ceremonial performances, and indigenous 

narratives. These studies demonstrate that tribal 

folklore reflects social organisation, environmental 

understanding, community beliefs, and 
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intergenerational transmission of knowledge. Previous 

scholarship indicates that tribal oral traditions 

maintain distinct narrative structures while also 

interacting with regional literary developments. 

 

A review of available academic discussions further 

suggests that literary analysis benefits from examining 

both textual features and broader social contexts. Such 

an approach helps identify continuity, transformation, 

and negotiation of meanings across generations and 

cultural settings. 

 

2.4 Literature on Mainstream Assamese Literary 

Development 

Research on Assamese literature has generally focused 

on literary movements, language development, poetic 

traditions, fiction, and socio-cultural transformation. 

Literary historians have highlighted how Assamese 

literature developed through interactions among 

regional cultures and changing historical contexts. 

Contemporary scholarship increasingly recognises 

that the literary tradition of Assam cannot be viewed 

independently of oral cultural resources. 

 

A review of available academic discussions further 

suggests that literary analysis benefits from examining 

both textual features and broader social contexts. Such 

an approach helps identify continuity, transformation, 

and negotiation of meanings across generations and 

cultural settings. 

 

2.5 Comparative Literary Perspectives 

Comparative literature provides methodological tools 

for examining literary relationships across linguistic 

and cultural boundaries. Existing comparative studies 

suggest that oral and written traditions frequently 

coexist and influence each other. Comparative 

frameworks allow researchers to analyse adaptation, 

transformation of motifs, narrative continuity, and 

cultural representation. Such approaches are 

particularly relevant in understanding the relationship 

between tribal folklore and mainstream literary 

production. 

 

A review of available academic discussions further 

suggests that literary analysis benefits from examining 

both textual features and broader social contexts. Such 

an approach helps identify continuity, transformation, 

and negotiation of meanings across generations and 

cultural settings. 

 

2.6 Representation of Indigenous Identity in Literature 

Recent literary and cultural studies have given 

attention to the representation of indigenous 

communities and local knowledge systems. Scholars 

have argued that indigenous traditions should be 

interpreted as knowledge-producing systems rather 

than peripheral cultural practices. Literary 

incorporation of tribal narratives has contributed to 

broader debates on identity, inclusion, cultural justice, 

and preservation of linguistic diversity. 

 

2.7 Themes Emerging from Previous Studies 

Review of available studies reveals several recurring 

themes: preservation of oral heritage, literary 

adaptation of folk narratives, interaction between oral 

and written traditions, ecological consciousness, 

cultural identity, and changing patterns of 

representation. Research also indicates increasing 

concern regarding the documentation and continuity 

of indigenous traditions in modern contexts. 

 

2.8 Research Gap 

Although significant literature exists independently on 

Assamese literature and tribal folklore, comparatively 

fewer studies examine their interrelationship in a 

systematic literary framework. Many earlier studies 

priorities documentation of folklore or historical 

description of literary development without analyzing 

their mutual influence. Limited attention has been 

given to narrative comparison, thematic intersections, 

symbolic structures, and the role of tribal traditions in 

shaping literary imagination. 

 

2.9 Relevance of the Present Study 

The present study addresses this gap by adopting a 

comparative and interpretive approach to understand 

how tribal folklore contributes to mainstream 

Assamese literary expression. It attempts to establish 

tribal oral traditions as an integral cultural resource 

that expands literary understanding and supports 

inclusive scholarship. 
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III. METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY 

 

3.1 Introduction 

The methodology provides the systematic framework 

adopted to conduct the present study. Since the study 

focuses on examining relationships between tribal 

folklore and mainstream Assamese literature, 

qualitative and comparative methods are considered 

appropriate for generating meaningful literary and 

cultural interpretation. 

 

3.2 Research Approach 

The study follows a qualitative research approach. 

Qualitative inquiry allows interpretation of literary 

meanings, cultural expressions, narrative forms, and 

symbolic representations. The approach supports in-

depth understanding rather than statistical 

generalisation. 

 

3.3 Research Design 

The study adopts a descriptive and comparative 

research design. The descriptive component is used to 

explain literary and cultural characteristics, while the 

comparative component is employed to identify 

similarities, differences, interactions, and influences 

between tribal folklore and mainstream Assamese 

literary traditions. 

 

3.4 Nature of the Study 

The study is interdisciplinary in nature and draws 

insights from comparative literature, folklore studies, 

cultural studies, and literary criticism. It focuses on 

textual interpretation and contextual understanding. 

 

3.5 Sources of Data 

Both primary and secondary sources are used. Primary 

sources include selected tribal folk narratives, folk 

songs, oral traditions, and literary texts. Secondary 

sources include books, journal articles, edited 

volumes, dissertations, literary criticism, and relevant 

academic documents. 

 

3.6 Selection Criteria of Texts 

Texts are selected purposively based on relevance to 

the objectives of the study. Selection criteria include 

literary significance, representation of tribal traditions, 

thematic richness, accessibility of sources, and 

contribution to comparative analysis. 

3.7 Sampling Technique 

Purposive sampling technique is adopted to identify 

literary and folklore materials that directly address the 

focus of the study. This technique supports careful 

selection of texts with rich cultural and interpretive 

value. 

 

3.8 Methods of Data Collection 

Data are collected through document analysis, literary 

review, examination of folklore collections, and 

contextual reading of selected materials. Where 

relevant, documented oral sources are consulted for 

understanding cultural meanings. 

 

3.9 Procedure of Data Analysis 

The collected materials are analysed through thematic 

analysis and comparative textual analysis. Themes, 

motifs, symbols, narrative structures, cultural values, 

language patterns, and representation of identity are 

examined and interpreted systematically. 

 

3.10 Analytical Framework 

The analytical framework integrates comparative 

literary analysis with folklore interpretation. Attention 

is given to continuity and variation between oral and 

written traditions, cultural transmission, and literary 

adaptation. 

 

3.11 Reliability and Academic Rigor 

To strengthen academic quality, multiple scholarly 

sources and cross-reading procedures are applied. 

Interpretations are developed through careful 

comparison and contextual examination to maintain 

consistency and credibility. 

 

3.12 Ethical Considerations 

The study respects cultural representation and 

acknowledges indigenous traditions as knowledge 

systems. Care is taken to avoid distortion, selective 

interpretation, and cultural misrepresentation. 

 

3.13 Delimitation of the Study 

The study is limited to selected dimensions of tribal 

folklore and mainstream Assamese literature relevant 

to the stated objectives. It does not attempt to cover all 

literary traditions or communities of Assam. 
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IV. DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND 

INTERPRETATION 

 

4.1 Introduction 

This chapter presents the process of collecting, 

analyzing, and interpreting literary and cultural 

materials according to the objectives of the study. The 

discussion is organized thematically and 

comparatively rather than statistically. 

 

The discussion was developed through textual 

comparison, thematic coding, contextual 

interpretation, and synthesis of literary evidence. 

 

4.2 Data Collection Procedure 

Data were collected from selected tribal folklore texts, 

documented oral narratives, folklore compilations, 

Assamese literary texts, academic books, and 

scholarly articles. Materials were selected according to 

relevance, cultural representation, and interpretive 

value. 

 

The discussion was developed through textual 

comparison, thematic coding, contextual 

interpretation, and synthesis of literary evidence. 

 

4.3 Objective-wise Analysis 

Objective 1 examined conceptual foundations of tribal 

folklore;  

Objective 2 explored characteristics of mainstream 

Assamese literature;  

Objectives 3–6 compared themes, symbolism, 

identity, and literary influence. 

The discussion was developed through textual 

comparison, thematic coding, contextual 

interpretation, and synthesis of literary evidence. 

 

4.4 Comparative Analysis and Interpretation 

Comparative reading suggests that tribal folklore 

preserves stronger oral continuity and ecological 

symbolism, whereas mainstream Assamese literature 

demonstrates broader textual diversification. 

However, both traditions reveal overlapping concerns 

regarding community, ethics, and cultural memory. 

 

The discussion was developed through textual 

comparison, thematic coding, contextual 

interpretation, and synthesis of literary evidence. 

4.5 Interpretation of Findings 

The interpretation indicates that tribal traditions are 

not external to Assamese literary growth. Instead, they 

provide narrative resources, symbolic structures, and 

cultural perspectives that continue to influence literary 

imagination. 

 

The discussion was developed through textual 

comparison, thematic coding, contextual 

interpretation, and synthesis of literary evidence. 

 

Comparative Chart (Illustrative Academic 

Representation) 

 

Note: The chart is a conceptual comparative 

representation prepared for interpretive discussion and 

not statistical measurement. 

 

 
Comparative Analytical Diagram 

 

 
Major Interpretive Observations 

 

• Tribal folklore demonstrates strong oral continuity 

and community memory. 

• Mainstream Assamese literature reflects literary 

adaptation and textual expansion. 

• Shared cultural themes support literary 

interconnectedness. 

• Comparative interpretation strengthens 

understanding of indigenous representation. 
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V. RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Recommendation 1: Strengthening Documentation of 

Tribal Folklore 

Systematic documentation, archiving, and academic 

preservation of tribal oral traditions should be 

encouraged through higher educational institutions, 

literary bodies, and research centres. Such efforts may 

support continuity of indigenous literary knowledge. 

This recommendation aligns with the study objectives 

related to cultural representation, literary contribution, 

preservation, and comparative understanding. 

 

Recommendation 2: Integration into Curriculum 

Relevant elements of tribal folklore may be 

incorporated into Assamese language and literature 

curricula at school and higher education levels to 

promote inclusive literary understanding and regional 

cultural awareness. 

 

This recommendation aligns with the study objectives 

related to cultural representation, literary contribution, 

preservation, and comparative understanding. 

 

Recommendation 3: Promotion of Comparative 

Literary Research 

Universities and research institutions should 

encourage comparative literary studies that examine 

interactions between oral and written traditions and 

generate interdisciplinary scholarship. 

 

This recommendation aligns with the study objectives 

related to cultural representation, literary contribution, 

preservation, and comparative understanding. 

 

Recommendation 4: Encouraging Translation and 

Publication 

Translation of selected tribal narratives into Assamese 

and other languages may improve accessibility while 

preserving cultural context and literary diversity. 

 

This recommendation aligns with the study objectives 

related to cultural representation, literary contribution, 

preservation, and comparative understanding. 

 

Recommendation 5: Community Participation in 

Literary Preservation 

Local communities, cultural organisations, and 

educational institutions should collaborate in 

preserving indigenous knowledge and maintaining 

authenticity of oral traditions. 

 

This recommendation aligns with the study objectives 

related to cultural representation, literary contribution, 

preservation, and comparative understanding. 

 

Recommendation 6: Support for Indigenous 

Representation 

Literary platforms should create greater opportunities 

for representation of indigenous voices and 

community-based narratives within contemporary 

literary discourse. 

 

This recommendation aligns with the study objectives 

related to cultural representation, literary contribution, 

preservation, and comparative understanding. 

 

VI. EDUCATIONAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

Implication for Curriculum Development 

The findings suggest that curriculum planners may 

adopt more culturally responsive approaches that 

include regional oral traditions and indigenous literary 

expressions. 

 

Implication for Teaching and Learning 

Comparative engagement with folklore and literary 

texts can support critical reading, cultural awareness, 

interpretive ability, and appreciation of diversity 

among learners. 

 

Implication for Teacher Education 

Teacher preparation programmes may integrate 

approaches for teaching literature through local 

cultural contexts and interdisciplinary methods. 

 

Implication for Research and Higher Education 

The study highlights opportunities for further literary 

and educational research on indigenous narratives, 

oral traditions, and comparative regional studies. 

 

Implication for Cultural Preservation 

Educational institutions may serve as active spaces for 

safeguarding intangible cultural heritage through 

documentation, student projects, literary activities, 

and community engagement. 
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Implication for Inclusive Education 

Recognition of tribal knowledge systems in literary 

education may contribute to inclusive educational 

practices and strengthen respect for cultural plurality. 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The present study examined the relationship between 

tribal folklore and mainstream Assamese literature 

through a comparative literary perspective. The 

analysis demonstrated that these traditions are 

interconnected cultural domains that together 

contribute to the broader literary identity of Assam. 

Tribal folklore, preserved through oral transmission, 

carries collective memory, indigenous knowledge, 

symbolic meaning, and social values, while 

mainstream Assamese literature reflects processes of 

textual expansion, literary transformation, and cultural 

interpretation. 

 

A comparative reading of themes, narrative structures, 

representation of nature, language practices, and 

identity formation indicates that tribal folklore has 

contributed significantly to shaping literary 

imagination within Assamese literary traditions. 

Similarities emerged in the areas of ethical values, 

community orientation, and cultural continuity, 

whereas differences appeared mainly in modes of 

transmission, textual organisation, and forms of 

literary expression. 

 

The study further observed that tribal oral traditions 

should not be interpreted as peripheral cultural 

expressions but as meaningful literary resources that 

enrich regional literature. The findings suggest that 

recognition and preservation of indigenous narratives 

can strengthen inclusive literary scholarship and 

encourage broader academic engagement with local 

knowledge systems. 

 

In relation to the objectives of the study, the 

investigation established conceptual understanding of 

tribal folklore, examined characteristics of mainstream 

Assamese literature, identified comparative literary 

dimensions, highlighted contributions of indigenous 

traditions, and emphasised the educational and cultural 

relevance of preserving oral heritage. 

 

 

Overall, the study concludes that a balanced 

engagement between oral and written traditions offers 

greater possibilities for literary understanding, cultural 

preservation, and interdisciplinary research in 

contemporary contexts. 
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