
© SEP 2025 | IRE Journals | Volume 9 Issue 3 | ISSN: 2456-8880 

IRE 1710894      ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS          1500 

Emerging Trends in Wind Turbine Technology 
 

OCHEJA JOSEPH, VIVIAN O. AKANBI, ONUCHE OCHOLI FRIDAY 

National space research and development agency, centre for space and innovation CSID (mechanical 

engineering unit) 

 

Abstract- The global push for cleaner energy, combined 

with volatile fossil fuel prices and supply risks, has 

accelerated investment in wind power. While wind energy 

is already considered a mature and cost-effective 

technology, ongoing research and innovation continue to 

improve performance, reliability, and scalability. Current 

development focuses on larger turbine sizes, improved 

blade aerodynamics, advanced control systems, and better 

maintenance strategies. Offshore wind farms are moving 

into deeper waters with the aid of floating foundations, 

and new grid infrastructure and hydrogen integration 

strategies are being explored. Repowering older turbines 

and improving recycling methods for blades are also 

gaining importance. This article reviews key 

technological trends shaping the future of wind energy. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

The energy sector is undergoing rapid transformation 

as countries seek to reduce carbon emissions, 

strengthen energy security, and limit reliance on 

imported fuels. Wind power plays a central role in 

this transition, particularly in Europe, where recent 

geopolitical events and rising fossil fuel costs have 

reinforced the urgency of renewable deployment. 

Despite temporary setbacks during the COVID-19 

pandemic, global wind energy capacity continues to 

expand, with projections suggesting that onshore 

capacity will triple by 2030 and offshore installations 

will grow even faster. Alongside expansion, efforts 

are underway to enhance turbine efficiency and 

longevity while reducing costs and environmental 

impacts. 

 

Advances in Onshore Turbine Design 

Future onshore turbines are expected to be larger, 

more powerful, and more efficient. Design 

improvements include: Aerodynamic blades with 

new shapes and materials, smart control systems for 

real-time optimization, segmented blades for easier 

transport, and research into recyclable composites 

and 3D-printed structures. Direct-drive systems, 

which eliminate gearboxes, are also becoming more 

common due to their reliability, though geared 

designs remain widely used. 

 

Offshore Wind Innovations 

Offshore development is characterized by rapid 

scaling. Turbines exceeding 13–15 MW are now 

being deployed, and floating platforms are enabling 

installation in deeper waters. Key trends include 

floating foundations, high-voltage cables for efficient 

transmission, and hybrid energy systems where 

offshore wind supports hydrogen production. 

Research also focuses on vibration damping, 

corrosion resistance, and soil–structure interaction. 

 

Repowering and Recycling 

Many early-generation turbines are reaching the end 

of their operational lifespan. 

Repowering—replacing old turbines with modern 

designs—can double capacity and triple energy 

output at the same sites. However, slow permitting 

processes are a barrier. Recycling is another 

challenge, particularly for composite rotor blades. 

Innovations using bio-based composites and special 

fabrics aim to improve sustainability. 

 

Future Outlook 

Wind energy will remain central to global 

decarbonization. Turbines will become larger, 

smarter, and more adaptable to diverse environments, 

from low-wind inland areas to deep-sea offshore 

sites. Hydrogen integration and energy storage will 

strengthen wind’s role in clean energy systems. 

Nonetheless, streamlining policy and permitting 

remains crucial to meet deployment targets. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

 

The next decade of wind turbine innovation will be 

shaped by scaling, digitalization, and sustainability. 

Larger turbines, smart materials, floating 

foundations, and integration with hydrogen 

production will enhance efficiency and expand 

applications. Meanwhile, strategies for repowering, 

recycling, and faster permitting will be essential to 

secure wind energy’s role as a cornerstone of the 

renewable future. 
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