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Abstract- The study reflects upon the crimes in the
national capital and their relationship with Social and
Economic factors such as unemployment , Inequality,
cross border economics and the quality of work and life
being provided in The National Capital. This study follows
the time in between of 2020 to 2025 which includes the
damage done by the greatest pandemic of the century The
Covid 19

L INTRODUCTION

The relationship between criminology and what
drives it have been a topic of discussion in the fields
of social science for a very long time. This paper
provides mathematical correlation between them and
some of the crimes that make logical sense.

This paper also include the time of covid 19 and its k
shaped recovery which caused subsequent
unemployment and drive for hunger and migration
which led to several crimes in the Delhi.

Delhi functions as a massive labour market which
provides a large number of job in day to day market ,
factories and much more , drawing its major source
from Bihar , Uttar Pradesh , Haryana.

Crime rates in Delhi and not merely caused by the
local economic health but too of the migration of the
north Indian labor market.

We used the data from Ministry of Statistics and
program implementation (MoSPI) and the center of
Monitoring India (CMIE) along side the crime data
from Delhi police and poverty matrix from NITI
Aayog aims to give a definitive answer to to how
socio-economic factors manifested a criminal
mindset in the last half decade.

Stain theory states that crime grows it root where it
socially approved goals and the institution to reach
there have dissimilarities. In the case of our national
capital south Delhi extravagance lifestyle could cause
arift in north Delhi or it could be called a classic stain
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environment.

Rational choice theory states that a criminal before
committing a crime weighs risk to reward ratio , As
unemployment rises or the current pay can not match
the socially approved goals can make the reward
seem much more ideal and reduces the risk in a
criminal’s mind.

This study focuses specifically on property crimes ,
Burglary , Moto vehicle Theft and Snatching as these
are logically the direct indicators of economic
distress.

II. DELHI ECONOMIC TRAJECTORY

Before even trying to understand a criminal one must
try to understand the situation that lead them to
commit that particular crime.

PLFS vs CMIE: periodic Labour Force Survey and
centre for monitoring Indian employment are two
major sources sources when referred for
unemployment data but lately they have been on a rift
. PLFS tends to capture border employment including
family labor which is unpaid and CMIE tend to
capture more market employment.

According to PLFS:

Unemployment Rate Comparison: Delhi vs. National (2020-2023)
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Comparative Insight: For 2022-23; Un-employment
excemory year. Delh significantly outperformed the
national average statistically.

According to CMIE: During the pandemic of 2020 in
strict lockdown April to may Delhi unemployment
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rose to 40% . While around 2022 and 2023 PLFS
reported 1.9% unemployment in Delhi CIME
reported a huge spike of 20.8% percent this gap
shows the transparency between available jobs and
job that are aspirational.

The periodic labor force bulletin ( jan 2025 )states
that while the overall unemployment rate remains low
the youth unemployment rate is high.

In female youth unemployment stood at 20% as in a
cultural where men have to provide for family this
matter as the female unemployment rises the pressure
for providing increases causing increased criminal
activities for survival.

The per capita Income of Delhi was 3,31,112 in 2020-
21 and it grew 4,61,910 in 2023-24 and this is where
the Kuznets Hypothesis comes into play which states
that rapid growth of the city wealth increases the
“lootablity” of the city as the density of potential
targets increases like costly watches , iPhones ,
supercars. Etc.

During the period of 2020 and 2023 inflation spikes
were around 5-6% but the food spikes were
devastating and by 2024-25 it went moderate as it
dropped to 6.02% while in march 2025 the consumer
price index reached a all time high of 165.7 indicating
that while the inflation might be slow the prices of
good were at a all time high, which was putting
pressure on low income households

III. TRENDS IN THEFT AND BUGLARY

During the lockdown period the stores shut for a very
extended period of time which made these store the
prime target for theft. As people were confided into
there rooms and was present to guard their property
the role of theft was reversed. Similarly snatching saw
a sharp decline as outside personal decreases

During the December of 2022 the CIME data shows
20.8% unemployment this coincides with the spike in
street crime during this period as the desperation was
at peak the people were run out of their savings and
the jobs was not quite there yet .

During the period of 2024 and 2025 the economy
stabilized and the crime were down by a lot which are
stated below.

Burglary was Down by 25.4% Snatching was Down
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by 25.97%
Motor vehicle theft was down by 5.98%

Iv. METHODOLOGY

Elasticity of crime is a factor that measures how
sensitive the crime rates are to change with socio-
economic factors

If elasticity is greater than one a small change change
in factor can causes big changes

If elasticity is less than one then changes will occur
but a little only

If elasticity is less than zero then its negative which
means the order of change and the factor is opposite.

Lets take elasticity of crime = e
And the economical variable = v

Which is unemployment rate and per capita income

Therefore e = percent change in crime divided by
percent change in the variable (V)

CORRELATION 1: BETWEEN BURGLARY AND
UNEMPLOYMENT

Burglary between January and June in 2025 when
compared to 2024 was -25.4%

Unemployment : early 2024: ~6.7%

early 2025 ~5.1%

hence change in percentage = (5.1-6.7)/6.7

=-23.8%

Therefore e =-25.4/-23.8=1.0672

Which show a very elastic correlation between
burglary and unemployment.

CORRELATION 2: BETWEEN SNATCHING AND
PER CAPTA INCOME.

Snatching between January and June in 2025 when
compared to 2024 was -25.97%

And per capita income was anticipated +7.39%
therefore e =-25.97/7.39=-3.514

Which shows a negative correlation

CORRELATION 3: MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT
AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Motor vehicle theft between January and June in 2025
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when compared to 2024 was -5.98%

And change in unemployment calculated above was
= -23.8% therefore e =-5.98/-23.8 =0.251

Which shows somewhat of a correlation.

V. CONCLUSION
The saying poverty causes crime is too vague and as

the data suggests three major factors contributing to
crime

1. Stress
2. Opportunity
3. Policing

1. UNEMPLOYMENT IS A VERY STRONG
FORCE FOR SURVIVAL CRIME

The mathematics of correlation shows a near unity
value(1.07) suggests people tend to do burglary when
jobs vanish.

As they did rise in 2020-2022 with the lowering go
jobs and when the jobs came back in 2024-2025
burglary vanished

2. ECONOMIC INEQUALITIES ARE A MAJOR
FACTOR FOR STREET CRIME

The negative elasticity in second correlation (-3.51)

states that eventually the state’s wealth changes into

capability like increase in police density and

installation on CCTV cameras increases the risk to

reward ratio in the favor of risk

Which states that as the per capita income is

increasing the street crimes are decreasing.

Which could also be concluded as Wealth buys

Security.

3. THE QUALITY OF WORK

The very low correlation between motor vehicle theft
and unemployment (0.251) Has lead to a single
conclusion that youth are employed but they are
underemployed which make an equilibrium but it is a
very fragile equilibrium.

VL DATA SOURCES AND CITATIONS

1. CRIME STATISTICS

A. https://thekeep.eiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=5926&context=theses

B. https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/bjp
- government-report-card-delhi-crime-rate-
drops- enhanced-surveillance-strategic-data-
driven- patrolling-
credited/articleshow/122405101.cms

IRE 1712711

C.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi
/ delhi-polices-annual-data-show-fall-in-
crime-rate- aap-questions-
authenticity/article69089970.ece

UNEMPLOYMENT DATA (PLFS /
GOVERMENT)

A.

https://www.pib.gov.in/
PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=20352
78
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.as
px? PRID=2057970
https://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemploy
ment- rate-in-india/
https://microdata.gov.in/NADA/index.php/c
atalog/ PLFS
https://dge.gov.in/dge/reference-publication-
reports-annual

UNEMPLOYMENT DATA(CMIE /PRIVATE )

A.

B.

https://fr.scribd.com/presentation/51837629
3/ Sikkim
https://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemploy
ment- rate-in-india/

https://www.business-
standard.com/economy/
news/unemployment-rate-rises-to-8-month-
high- of-9-2-in-june-cmie-data-
124070400250 1.html
https://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/
countries/ind/india/unemployment-rate
https://imcalerts.org/IMCAdmin/NewsLetter
/ Newsdetails.aspx?newsld=165010

POVERTY AND INFLATIONS

A.

https://www.pib.gov.in/
PressReleaselframePage.aspx?PRID=19962
71
https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/20
24-01/ MPI-22_NITI-Aayog20254.pdf
https://www.undp.org/india/national-
multidimensional-poverty-index-progress-
review-2023
https://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/20
23-08/ India-National-Multidimentional-
Poverty-Index-2023.pdf
https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.as
px? PRID=1942055
https://delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/defau
1t/ files/Planning/
economic_survey of delhi 2023-

24 english.pdf

ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS 890


http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/
http://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/Delhi/
http://www.pib.gov.in/
http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
http://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-
http://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-
http://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-
http://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-
http://www.business-standard.com/economy/
http://www.business-standard.com/economy/
http://www.macrotrends.net/global-metrics/
http://www.pib.gov.in/
http://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-01/
http://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2024-01/
http://www.undp.org/india/national-
http://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2023-08/
http://www.niti.gov.in/sites/default/files/2023-08/
http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx
http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx

(1]

(2]

(3]

(6]

(7]

IRE 1712711

© DEC 2025 | IRE Journals | Volume 9 Issue 6 | ISSN: 2456-8880
DOI: https://doi.org/10.64388/IREV916-1712711

G. https://delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/defau
1t/ files/Planning/
highlights of delhi_es 2023-

24 english.pdf

H. https://m.economictimes.com/news/econom
y/  indicators/delhi-records-annual-growth-
of-5-8-in-  gsdp-7-in-per-capita-income-in-
last-decade-
report/articleshow/123545517.cms

I.  https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.
aspx? PRID=2102267

REFFRENCES

More jobs, lower crime rate: What Delhi's youth
seeks from its MPs - The Patriot, accessed
November 23, 2025, https://thepatriot.in/delhi-
ncr/ lok-sabha-elections-2024-more-jobs-lower-
crime-  rate-what-delhis-youth-seeks-from-its-
mps-49408

Unemployment Rate on a Declining Trend In
India, accessed November 23, 2025, https://
www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasel framePage.aspx?
PRID=2035278

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) — Annual
Report [July, 2023 — June, 2024], accessed
November 23, 2025, https://www.pib.gov.in/
PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2057970

Slide 1: Sikkim | PDF | Clothing | Foods - Scribd,
accessed November 23, 2025,
https://fr.scribd.com/
presentation/518376293/Sikkim

Unemployment Rate in India, Current Rate,
Historical Trends, and Analysis - StudylQ,
accessed November 23, 2025, https://
www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-rate-
in- india/

Unemployment rate rises to 8-month high of
9.2% in June: CMIE data - Business Standard,
accessed November 23, 2025,
https://www.business-
standard.com/economy/news/unemployment-
rate- rises-to-8-month-high-of-9-2-in-june-cmie-
data-124070400250 1.html

India Employment Report 2024 - International
Labour Organization, accessed November 23,
2025, https://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/
2024-08/India%20Employment%20-
%20web_8%20April.pdf

state-wise data on per capita income - Press
Release:Press Information Bureau, accessed
November 23, 2025, https://www.pib.gov.in/

[%]

[I0]HIGHLIGHTS OF DELHI

PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1942055
Economic Survey of Delhi 2023-24 - Planning
Department, accessed November 23, 2025,
https:/
delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/
Planning/
economic_survey of delhi 2023-24 english.pdf
ECONOMIC
SURVEY

2023-24, accessed November 23, 2025, https://
delhiplanning.delhi.gov.in/sites/default/files/
Planning/

highlights of delhi es 2023-24 english.pdf

[11] Delhi records annual growth of 5.8% in GSDP,

[12] An

7% in per capita income in last decade: Report -
The Economic Times, accessed November 23,
2025,
https://m.economictimes.com/news/economy/
indicators/delhi-records-annual-growth-of-5-8-
in- gsdp-7-in-per-capita-income-in-last-decade-
report/ articleshow/123545517.cms

Investigation of  Socio-Economic
Determinants of Crimes in the Indian States -
Eastern Illinois University, accessed November
23, 2025, https:/
thekeep.eiu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?
article=5926&context=theses

[13] CONSUMER PRICE INDEX NUMBERS ON

ICONIC RESEARCH AND ENGINEERING JOURNALS

BASE 2012=100 FOR RURAL, URBAN AND
COMBINED FOR THE MONTH OF January
2025 - YA YT W'I?fq, accessed November 23,
2025, https://www.pib.gov.in/
PressReleseDetailm.aspx?PRID=2102267

891


http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx
http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleseDetailm.aspx
http://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleaseIframePage.aspx
http://www.pib.gov.in/
http://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-rate-in-
http://www.studyiq.com/articles/unemployment-rate-in-
http://www.ilo.org/sites/default/files/
http://www.pib.gov.in/
http://www.pib.gov.in/

