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Abstract- This paper examines grace (ydpig) as the
theological key that unlocks the power, efficacy, and
transformative reach of the Gospel. Anchored in
Ephesians 2:8, the study argues that grace is not merely a
doctrinal concept but the divine operative force that
initiates salvation, sustains faith, empowers ethical living,
and fuels Christian mission. Using biblical exegesis,
systematic-theological  reflection, and  contextual
application (with particular attention to contemporary
African and Nigerian realities), the paper demonstrates
that the Gospel loses its power wherever grace is
misunderstood, diluted, or replaced with legalism, merit, or
prosperity reductionism. The work contributes to Pauline
soteriology by integrating grace as both gift and power,
emphasizing its Christological, pneumatological, and
ecclesial dimensions.
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L INTRODUCTION

The Gospel of Jesus Christ stands at the heart of
Christian proclamation. Yet, throughout church
history and in contemporary Christian practice, the
power of the Gospel is often misunderstood,
misdirected, or diminished. Central to this
misunderstanding is a defective or incomplete grasp of
grace. The Apostle Paul’s declaration in Ephesians
2:8“For by grace you have been saved through faith;
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God”
provides a concise yet profound summary of the
Gospel’s operative principle.

This paper contends that grace is the key that unlocks
the power of the Gospel. Without grace, the Gospel
becomes moralism; without grace, faith degenerates
into human effort; without grace, Christian life
collapses into fear, anxiety, and spiritual exhaustion.
The study therefore seeks to explore grace not only as
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the means of salvation but also as the power that
animates the entire Christian experience.

The paper adopts a theological-analytical method,
drawing from biblical exegesis, Pauline theology, and
contextual reflection. It further argues that a renewed
theology of grace is urgently needed in contexts
marked by insecurity, poverty, religious anxiety, and
distorted gospel preaching.

IL. CONCEPTUAL AND BIBLICAL
UNDERSTANDING OF GRACE

2.1 Definition of Grace

The Greek term yapig (charis) fundamentally denotes
favor, goodwill, or gift freely given without
obligation. In biblical theology, grace refers to God’s
unmerited, sovereign, and redemptive initiative
toward humanity. Grace is not earned, negotiated, or
deserved; it flows from the character of God Himself.

Grace in Scripture is relational rather than
transactional. It is God acting for humanity’s good,
despite humanity’s inability or unworthiness. This
understanding distinguishes Christian grace from
moral achievement or religious performance.

2.2 Grace in the Old Testament Background

Although the term “grace” is more prominent in the
New Testament, the concept permeates the Old
Testament. God’s covenant with Abraham (Gen. 12),
His patience with Israel, and His redemptive acts in the
Exodus narrative all demonstrate divine grace. Israel’s
election was not based on merit but on divine love and
promise.

The Old Testament thus prepares the theological soil
in which Pauline grace theology later flourishes. Grace
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precedes law, covenant precedes commandment, and
redemption precedes obedience.

II. EXEGESIS OF EPHESIANS 2:8-9
3.1 Literary and Historical Context

Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians addresses a community
composed largely of Gentile believers. The apostle
emphasizes God’s eternal purpose in Christ and the
unifying power of the Gospel. Ephesians 2 contrasts
humanity’s former state of spiritual death with God’s
gracious intervention.

3.2 “By Grace You Have Been Saved”

The perfect tense of “have been saved” indicates a
completed act with continuing results. Salvation is
portrayed not as an ongoing human struggle but as a
divine accomplishment with lasting effects. Grace
stands as the initiating cause of salvation.

3.3 Grace and Faith Relationship

Faith is presented not as a meritorious act but as the
means through which grace is received. Even faith
itself is subsumed under God’s gift, eliminating
human boasting. Paul decisively dismantles all forms
of works-based righteousness.

3.4 Grace as Power, Not Permission

Grace is often misconstrued as license for moral laxity.
However, Pauline theology presents grace as
empowering obedience rather than excusing
disobedience. Grace liberates believers from sin’s
dominion and energizes righteous living.

IV.  GRACE AND THE POWER OF THE
GOSPEL

4.1 The Gospel as Divine Power

Paul asserts in Romans 1:16 that the Gospel is “the
power of God unto salvation.” This power is not
abstract; it is concretely mediated through grace.
Grace transforms sinners, reconciles enemies, and
restores broken humanity.
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4.2 Grace and Justification

Justification by grace establishes believers in right
relationship with God. It removes guilt, cancels
condemnation, and grants peace with God. The
Gospel’s power lies in this decisive act of divine
acceptance.

4.3 Grace and Transformation

Grace does not terminate at justification; it continues
in sanctification. The Gospel’s power reshapes
character, renews the mind, and reorders desires.
Where grace is rightly taught, transformation follows.

V. GRACE IN SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGICAL
PERSPECTIVE

5.1 Soteriology

Grace stands at the center of Christian soteriology.
Election, redemption, justification, adoption, and
glorification are all expressions of grace. Salvation is
entirely God’s work from beginning to end.

5.2 Christology

Grace is incarnationally expressed in Jesus Christ.
John affirms that “grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ” (Jn. 1:17). The cross and resurrection reveal
grace as costly, sacrificial, and victorious.

5.3 Pneumatology

The Holy Spirit applies grace to believers, enabling
faith, empowering holiness, and sustaining
perseverance. Grace is therefore Trinitarian in
operation.

VI.  GRACE AND CHRISTIAN ETHICS

Grace does not abolish ethical responsibility; rather, it
redefines its foundation. Christian ethics flows from
gratitude, not fear. Obedience becomes response, not
requirement for acceptance.
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Paul’s exhortation in Titus 2:11—12 shows that grace
teaches believers to live godly lives. Thus, grace is the
moral educator of the Christian life.

VII. CONTEXTUAL APPLICATION: GRACE IN
THE AFRICAN AND NIGERIAN
CONTEXT

In many African Christian contexts, the Gospel is
often preached through lenses of fear, prosperity, or
ritual performance. Such distortions weaken the
Gospel’s power by shifting focus from grace to human
effort.

A grace-centered Gospel addresses existential
anxieties—poverty, insecurity, illness, and injustice
without reducing faith to transactional religion. Grace
restores dignity, hope, and resilience in suffering
communities.

VIII. GRACE AND MISSION OF THE CHURCH

The Church’s mission flows from grace received and
grace proclaimed. A graceless church becomes
judgmental and oppressive; a grace-filled church
becomes inclusive, healing, and transformative.

The Gospel’s missionary power depends on the
Church’s fidelity to grace as both message and
method.

IX. CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES TO
THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE

Modern Christianity faces threats such as legalism,
moralism, and prosperity theology. Each, in different
ways, undermines grace. Legalism burdens believers;
prosperity theology commodifies grace.

Recovering biblical grace is therefore essential for the
integrity and power of the Gospel.

X. CONCLUSION
This paper has demonstrated that grace is the central
theological key that unlocks the power of the Gospel,

as articulated in Paul’s affirmation in Ephesians 2:8.
Grace is not a secondary or supporting doctrine but the
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very principle upon which salvation rests, decisively
locating redemption in God’s initiative rather than
human effort. Where grace is misunderstood or
displaced, the Gospel is reduced to moralism or
religious performance; where grace is rightly
proclaimed, the Gospel retains its saving and life-
giving power.

Exegetical and theological analysis has shown that
grace functions not only as divine gift but also as
divine power. In Pauline theology, grace brings about
justification, initiates transformation, and sustains
ethical living. Faith does not rival grace but serves as
the means through which God’s gracious action is
received. Grace, therefore, does not weaken moral
responsibility; instead, it establishes gratitude and
obedience as the proper response to God’s saving
work in Christ.

Finally, the study has argued that a renewed emphasis
on grace is especially urgent in contemporary
Christian contexts, including African and Nigerian
Christianity, where legalism, fear-based religion, and
prosperity distortions often undermine the credibility
of the Gospel. A grace-centered Gospel restores
dignity, nurtures hope, and reshapes the Church’s
mission as a community of reconciliation and faithful
witness. In this sense, to proclaim the Gospel
authentically is to proclaim grace uncompromisingly,
so that salvation remains God’s gift alone and all glory
belongs to Him.
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