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Abstract- Primary education forms the foundation of
human development and plays a critical role in achieving
inclusive and equitable growth. In Gadchiroli district of
Maharashtra, where nearly 38% of the population
belongs to Scheduled Tribes and many villages are
located in remote forest areas, Zilla Parishad (ZP)
schools serve as the primary educational institutions for
rural and tribal children. Despite significant government
initiatives under Samagra Shiksha, the Right to
Education (RTE) Act, PM POSHAN, and the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, ZP schools continue to
face numerous challenges including inadequate
infrastructure, teacher shortages, multilingual
classrooms, seasonal absenteeism, poor learning
outcomes, digital inequality, and socio-economic barriers.
This paper reviews the current status of primary
education in Gadchiroli district, identifies major
challenges, and proposes practical strategies for
improving educational quality. The study is based on
secondary data collected from government reports,
research publications, and educational policy documents.
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L INTRODUCTION

Education is the most powerful instrument for social
transformation and sustainable development. Primary
education, particularly in tribal and rural regions,
provides the foundation for literacy, lifelong learning,
and socio-economic mobility. Gadchiroli district,
located in eastern Maharashtra, is characterized by
dense forests, dispersed habitations, difficult terrain,
and a predominantly tribal population. Zilla Parishad
schools are the backbone of elementary education in
these areas, ensuring access to free and compulsory
education for children from economically and
socially disadvantaged communities.

IRE 1719916

Although government initiatives have improved
school access, enrolment, nutrition, and
infrastructure, several studies indicate that learning
outcomes remain below expected levels in many
tribal schools. Research from Gadchiroli shows that
while enrolment has improved through welfare
schemes, many tribal students continue to face
difficulties in foundational literacy and numeracy,
multilingual learning environments, and limited
educational resources.

1L OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

The study aims to:

1. Examine the present status of primary
education in Zilla Parishad schools of
Gadchiroli district.

2. Identify the major educational challenges
faced by tribal and rural schools.

3. Analyze factors affecting students' learning
outcomes.

4. Suggest strategies for improving educational
quality and equity.

I1I. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
Research Design: Descriptive and analytical.

Sources of Data
» Annual Reports of Zilla Parishad Gadchiroli
* Government of Maharashtra
*  Ministry of Education
» NCERT and SCERT publications
» Research journals
* Educational policy documents
» Published reports on tribal education

The study relies exclusively on secondary data.
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Iv. STATUS OF PRIMARY EDUCATION IN
GADCHIROLI

Zilla Parishad schools play a crucial role in
delivering education to children residing in remote
tribal villages. Government programmes have
improved access through:

* Free textbooks

* Free uniforms

« PM POSHAN (Mid-Day Meal)

* Scholarships

* Digital learning initiatives

* Samagra Shiksha

* Inclusive education programmes

District-level reports also document continuing
efforts to strengthen school quality and educational
administration.

V. MAJOR CHALLENGES

5.1 Geographical Isolation
Many villages are situated in dense forests with poor
road connectivity.

Consequences include:
* Teacher absenteeism during monsoon
» Difficulty in monitoring schools
* Limited access to educational resources
» Irregular attendance

5.2 Tribal Language Barrier
Many children speak:

¢ QGondi
* Madia
* Halbi

The medium of instruction is predominantly Marathi.

This language mismatch often results in:
* Slow learning
* Poor classroom participation
* Reduced confidence
» Early learning difficulties

5.3 Infrastructure Deficiencies

Although conditions vary by school, reports have
documented deficiencies in some schools, including
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inadequate sanitation, drinking water, classroom
furniture, and maintenance.

Common issues include:
» Inadequate classrooms
* Toilet maintenance
* Drinking water
» Electricity
» Internet connectivity

5.4 Teacher Shortage
Several schools experience:
* Single-teacher classrooms
* Multi-grade teaching
* Vacant teaching posts
» Limited subject specialization

This affects individualized instruction and classroom
effectiveness.

5.5 Learning Outcomes
Studies conducted in Gadchiroli reveal that many
students struggle with:

* Foundational reading

*  Writing

* Basic mathematics

» English language proficiency

Despite increased enrolment, learning achievement
remains uneven across tribal schools.

5.6 Digital Divide
Challenges include:
» Limited internet access
» Lack of digital devices
* Inadequate ICT infrastructure
* Limited teacher training in educational
technology

5.7 Socio-economic Factors
Many students belong to economically weaker tribal
families.

Common issues include:
+ Poverty
* Seasonal migration
* Household responsibilities
* Limited parental literacy
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* Poor educational support at home

5.8 Student Attendance
Factors affecting attendance include:
* Seasonal agricultural work
e Forest-based livelihood activities
e Illness
* Long travel distances
« Extreme weather conditions

VL GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES

Several programmes aim to strengthen primary
education:

* Right to Education Act (2009)

* Samagra Shiksha

+ PM POSHAN

* National Education Policy 2020

* Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (NIPUN

Bharat)
* Maharashtra Digital School initiatives
» Teacher Capacity Building Programmes

VIL OPPORTUNITIES

Despite challenges, Gadchiroli possesses several
strengths:

*  Community participation

* Active School Management Committees

* Dedicated teachers

* Increasing digital adoption

*  Government support

* Rich indigenous knowledge

* Activity-based learning

» Experiential education

VIIL RECOMMENDATIONS

To improve educational quality, the following
strategies are recommended:

Academic
* Mother tongue-based multilingual education
in early grades.
« Strengthen Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy programmes.
+ Continuous competency-based assessment.
* Activity-based and experiential learning.
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Teacher Development
» Regular professional development.
» Digital pedagogy training.
* Incentives for teachers serving remote areas.
Infrastructure
* Smart classrooms.
» Reliable electricity and internet.
» Functional toilets and safe drinking water.
» Digital libraries.

Community Participation
* Strengthen School Management Committees.
* Increase parental engagement.
* Promote community-led enrolment drives.

Student Support
» Bridge courses for slow learners.
* Counselling services.
* Inclusive education for children with special
needs.
» Improved transportation where feasible.

Technology
* Al-supported assessment.
» Digital content in tribal languages.
» Offline e-learning resources.
» Blended learning approaches.

IX. CONCLUSION

Primary education in Zilla Parishad schools of
Gadchiroli district is central to the social and
economic development of its tribal communities.
Government initiatives have significantly expanded
access to schooling, but substantial challenges remain
in ensuring quality learning, especially in remote and
multilingual settings. Addressing infrastructure gaps,
strengthening teacher capacity, adopting mother
tongue-based multilingual education, integrating
digital technologies, and increasing community
participation are essential for improving learning
outcomes. A collaborative approach involving
government agencies, teachers, parents, local
communities, and civil society can transform ZP
schools into inclusive centres of excellence that
provide equitable and high-quality education for
every child.
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