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Abstract- This paper focuses on how Amit Chaudhuri
shows everyday life in his fiction with particular reference
to A Strange and Sublime Address, and Afternoon Raag.
In contrast to many writers who focus on dramatic events,
Chaudhuri evaluates ordinary, daily experiences such as
family life, routine activities, and quiet moments. His style
of narrative is slow, detailed, and reflective, which helps
readers notice the beauty and meaning in ordinary life.
Through novels like A Strange and Sublime Address, and
Afternoon Raag this paper shows that everyday life is not
boring but rich and meaningful. The study also examines
memory, time, middle-class life, food, language, and local
culture. It argues that Chaudhuri’s fiction changes our
understanding of literature by giving importance to the
ordinary. His fiction encourages readers to value and
observe life carefully. Overall, the paper shows that simple
experiences can become powerful subjects in literature. In
addition, this study explores how Chaudhuri uses
description and observation as important narrative
techniques. He uses simple and repeated descriptions to
make readers note small details of life. The paper also
examines how his characters experience time not as fast
movement but as a slow and continuous flow.
Furthermore, it highlights how home and everyday
surroundings influence emotional and cultural identity.
Chaudhuri’s writing avoids dramatic conflict and instead
presents a quiet and balanced view of life. This approach
offers a new way of reading literature, where meaning is
found in small details rather than major events. The study
also suggests that his work challenges modern expectations
of speed and excitement in storytelling. By focusing on
simplicity and realism, Chaudhuri creates stories that
connect with readers. Thus, his fiction states that the
ordinary is not only meaningful but also essential for
understanding human experience.
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L INTRODUCTION

Amit Chaudhuri is a renowned Indian English writer,
poet, and essayist who was born in 1962 in Calcutta
(now Kolkata). He spent his early life in both India and
abroad, and this mixed background strongly
influenced his writing. He is also trained in Indian
classical music, and this musical sense can be seen in
the rhythm and style of his writing. Unlike many
writers who focus on dramatic events and fast-moving
plots, Chaudhuri writes about simple and everyday
life. His works mainly describe small moments such
as family life, daily routines, and personal memories.
His writing style is slow, calm, and detailed, which
helps readers notice the beauty in ordinary
experiences. Some of his important novels include 4
Strange and Sublime Address (1991), Afternoon Raag
(1993), and Freedom Song (1998), A New World (
2000) and The Immortals (2009), many of which are
set in Calcutta and show its culture and people. His
short story collection “Real Time" presents
contemporary urban experiences. In addition, his
essays in “Clearing a Space" discuss literature, culture,
and society”. He has also written “On Belonging”
(essay), where he reflects on identity and place. He
often explores themes like memory, identity, and
belonging, especially in a modern, changing world.
Overall, Chaudhuri is considered an important writer
in Indian English literature because he gives
importance to ordinary life and presents it in a unique
and simplest way.

Previous studies on Amit Chaudhuri's fiction have
mainly discussed his writing style, memory, and
everyday life. However, the literary importance of
ordinary experiences in A Strange and Sublime
Address and Afternoon Raag has not been discussed in
detail. Therefore, this paper examines how Chaudhuri
gives literary importance to ordinary everyday
experiences in his novels. It also shows how these
simple experiences became the central focus of his
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fiction. This paper argues that Amit Chaudhuri
presents ordinary life as an important subject in his
novels. The study also explains how ordinary life helps
readers understand memory, identity, and human
emotions. In this way, Chaudhuri presents a distinctive
style that gives literary importance to everyday
experiences.

IL. RESEARCH GAP

Although several scholars have studied Amit
Chaudhuri's fiction, most of their studies focus on his
narrative style, memory, identity, music, language,
and middle-class life. Some critics have also observed
that his novels deal with ordinary everyday
experiences. However, the importance of ordinary life
as the central artistic idea in 4 Strange and Sublime
Address and Afternoon Raag has not been examined
in-depth. Most studies discuss Chaudhuri's slow and
lyrical style, but they give comparatively less attention
to how simple daily experiences become meaningful
literary expressions. In these novels, ordinary
moments such as family relationships, daily
conversations, food, music, childhood memories,
silence, walking through streets, and observing
everyday surroundings play an important role in
developing the story. These experiences are not
merely background details; they reveal the emotions,
thoughts, relationships, and inner lives of the
characters. These novels also show that a meaningful
story can be created without dramatic incidents or an
exciting plot. Therefore, this paper attempts to fill this
gap by examining how Amit Chaudhuri transforms
ordinary experiences into meaningful literary art in 4
Strange and Sublime Address and Afternoon Raag. It
argues that these novels give literary importance to
everyday life and present it as the central focus of the
narrative. Through this study, the paper also aims to
show that Chaudhuri offers a distinctive contribution
to contemporary Indian English literature by proving
that ordinary experiences can be as meaningful as
extraordinary events in literature.

Narrating the Ordinary in Chaudhuri’s Fiction:
Amit Chaudhuri has a significant place among
contemporary writers because he writes about

ordinary life in a thoughtful way. Being a novelist, he
likes to describe everyday life and small moments that
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people usually ignore. He has a special gift of
observing the details in ordinary situations and to
transport them into his works. His stories describe
everyday activities such as eating, walking, bathing,
and remembering childhood. He presents these simple
moments in a meaningful way, helping readers see
their importance. These moments may look small, but
he presents them with depth and care.
Amit Chaudhuri has written seven novels and won
several prizes for his writings. His debut novel 4
Strange and Sublime Address (1991), won the Betty
Trask Award and the Commonwealth Writers prize for
the best first book. This book is also shortlisted for the
Guardian Fiction Prize. It is included in the list of
Colm Toibin and Carmen Callil’s Two Hundred Best
Novels of the Last Fifty Years.

The story opens with a young boy (Sandeep) visiting
his relatives in Calcutta during his school holidays. As
he spends time in the house, he closely observes the
daily routines, family conversations, food habits, and
ordinary activities of middle-class Bengali families.
There is no major plot, but the novel captures daily life
in a Bengali household. It presents the experience of a
young boy who visits his relatives during summer and
winter holidays.

A critic notes that Chaudhuri “has talked about the
routine, commonplace activities... and brings out the
local colour of Calcutta” (Yadav 78).

His writing shows that even simple moments can be
meaningful. Everyday life becomes the main focus of
his fiction. The novel is written in a calm, reflective
and detailed manner, which became one of the major
characteristics of Chaudhuri’s fiction.

Hilary Mantel (British writer) observed in The New
York Review of Books that it is difficult to categorize
Chaudhuri. He writes seriously about unserious
events. He does not illuminate tragic aspects of life.
He observes random and colors them with wonder.
There is childlike curiosity in his approach to life.
Amit Chaudhuri is a miniaturist who has perfected the
art of the moment. He follows Proust in radiating tiny
moments ( “The Monster We Know”).

Although the story of this novel, like many of Amit
Chaudhuri’s other novels, does not follow a clear or
dramatic plot, it beautifully presents the everyday
problems and changing conditions of city life in
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Kolkata. Through simple daily scenes and ordinary
experiences, Chaudhuri shows the difficulties,
pressures, and realities of urban life in a very powerful
way. In the novel, the young narrator observes the
world around him with innocent and sharp
understanding, noticing small details of people,
streets, homes, and relationships. His childlike way of
seeing things brings humour, sensitivity, and depth to
ordinary moments of daily life. Humour and irony
become important components of his expression. The
way Chaudhuri has described Sandeep’s entry in the
opening scene of the novel fills the readers with
curiosity and makes them read further details with
interest and excitement. Other observations like the
lane in Calcutta, two children playing at the rusting
door of their house, the surprised expressions on their
faces when they spot a taxi in front gate and the
wholehearted greeting given to Sandeep and his
mother after arriving at the house of his Chhotamama
and Mamima are represented in a fascinating way:
“There was a thrilled impatience... His aunt...grasped
her [Sandeep’s mother’s] hand ...all the excitement
shone in her eyes” ( Chaudhuri 3-4)

Amit Chaudhuri’s novels are extraordinary for his
power of observing and recording details of our daily
life. All other contemporary novelists have
concentrated on the common occurrences of life and
have expressed their experiences from different
angles. For example Gabriel Garcia Marquez explains
‘daily life’ with the help of ‘fantasy and fable’. Some
other writers like Salman Rushdie mixed myth,
history, and realism. But Amit Chaudhuri does not
depend on such extraordinary techniques. He presents
life in a calm and natural way. According to him, life
has no meaning without small everyday moments, as
he points out in his A Strange and Sublime Address:
“Anyone can tell a sad story two estranged lovers, a
man who lost a leg or a life, a child who lost his
parents. But it's difficult to tell a happy story” ( 159).
This statement reflects his belief that presenting
happiness and ordinary life in literature is more
difficult and meaningful than showing tragedy or
conflict.

Amit Chaudhuri gives importance even to very small
and ordinary incidents in his novels. These simple
moments not only help readers understand the
characters, but also show the daily life and activities
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of common people. In 4 Strange and Sublime Address,
children like Sandeep and his cousins spend their
afternoons looking outside through the shutters and
teasing people passing in the lane (28). Although it is
a very small incident, Chaudhuri describes it in such a
detailed way that it becomes memorable and
meaningful for readers.

He shows deep interest in such ordinary and simple
experiences. He carefully observes the small activities
and presents them in a realistic way. His writing shows
a strong attention to human thoughts, feelings, and
daily routine. In this way, his style is similar to the
“stream of consciousness” technique, where writers
explore the continuous flow of human thoughts and
experiences. Just as human consciousness contains
small, random, and sometimes unimportant details,
Chaudhuri’s fiction also includes simple and
seemingly insignificant moments from daily life.

His writing style is clear, meaningful, and realistic. He
writes about everyday experiences in a thoughtful
way. Through this method, he offers a new way to
understand life and literature. This becomes clear in
"A Strange and Sublime Address”, where the narrator
suggests that life is made up not only of major events,
but also of “irrelevances and digressions that make up
lives” (57-58). Chaudhuri shows that everyday details
like a girl learning grammar, an old man sitting in a
chair, or a quiet house filled with memories can also
become meaningful subjects in literature. Through this
approach, he shows that ordinary life can be
meaningful and beautiful. In Chaudhuri’s works, small
incidents are not useless or unimportant. They help
readers understand the characters and the atmosphere
of everyday Indian middle-class life. He observes
daily routines very deeply — afternoon silence, family
relationships, children’s games, street scenes, and
casual conversations. These details make his novels
feel realistic and alive. In the evenings, people came
out on the balconies in the lane; widows in white saris,
housewives with children in their arms. The men
returned home, slowly. Sandeep and his cousins sat on
cane stools on the verandah, watching the balconies on
the opposite side, each with its own characters, its own
episodes (18).

In the afternoon, Sandeep’s parents and relatives
would be asleep. Sandeep and his cousins often looked
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through the shutters of the closed window, to the lane
outside. It was possible, on certain moments, for Abhi
and Sandeep and his cousins to call out to a dazed
passer by, “Eh, stupid! Or “Faster, fat man!” and close
the shutter and become invisible (28).

Mandira Sen (publisher) has observed in “Author at
Work™: A Strange and Sublime Address is Indian
writing in English with a difference and alters the
prevailing pattern. The novella reveals no parody or
depiction of alienation or even an explanation of the
mysteries of another culture to the west. It is a
celebration of childhood, an authentic record written
in an astonishingly luminous and lyrical prose that
never loses its perfect pitch nor stumbles into
sentimentally (8)

In the above quotation, Mandira Sen says that Amit
Chaudhuri’s fiction is very different from other Indian
English novels because it focuses on the beauty of
ordinary everyday life. She also praises Chaudhuri’s
“luminous and lyrical prose”, which means his
language is soft, poetic, and musical.

Afternoon Raag:

Afternoon Raag, published in 1993, is the second
novel written by Amit Chaudhuri. The novel tells the
story of a young Bengali man and beautifully presents
his thoughts, memories, and daily experiences. Often
called a “prose poem” because of its lyrical and gentle
style, the novel focuses on ordinary moments of life
rather than dramatic events. It is considered an
important work in contemporary Indian English
literature because it presents everyday life and
emotions of humans in a simple and realistic way.
Amit Chaudhuri focuses on ordinary experiences such
as family relationships, memories, conversations, and
daily routines. His simple and realistic writing helps
readers understand the characters and their feelings.
This makes the novel an important work in
contemporary Indian English literature. The novel
helped Amit Chaudhuri gain recognition as an
important literary voice. He has the unique ability to
see beauty in small details of everyday life and express
them as it is.. Unlike conventional novels that depend
upon dramatic action and linear plot development,
Afternoon Raag gives importance to ordinary
experiences, silence, and observation.
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Afternoon Raag, published in 1993, is the second
novel written by Amit Chaudhuri. The novel follows
the story of a Bengali man and presents his thoughts,
memories, and daily life with great simplicity. The
novel is often described as a “prose poem” because of
its lyrical and gentle style. The novel focuses on
ordinary moments of life rather than dramatic events.
It is regarded as an important work in contemporary
Indian English literature for its sensitive portrayal of
everyday life and human emotions. The novel also
reflects Amit Chaudhuri’s interest in Indian classical
music, dance, and culture. These elements make it an
important work in Indian English writing.

The opinions of different scholars help explain Amit
Chaudhuri’s narrative style in analyzing Afternoon
Raag. James Wood, a literary critic, admired
Chaudhuri’s poetic style of language. His writing
sounds soft, thoughtful, and musical, even when he
describes very common moments of life. Bruce King,
another critic, says that Chaudhuri has the ability to
make ordinary life appear fresh and new.

The novel follows the experiences of an Indian student
at Oxford and his simultaneous memory of Bombay. It
highlights the unconventional narrative technique of
Amit Chaudhuri that departs from traditional
storytelling methods. In the words of Pankaj Mishra (
Indian writer and literary critic) “a narrative that
resembles a dream state rather than waking reality”
(qtd. In Pais and Sophia 78).

The above quote suggests that Afiernoon Raag does
not move in a straight and clear manner like traditional
novels. Instead, the narrative flows softly and freely,
just like dreams move from one memory, feeling, or
image to another without a fixed order.

Amit Chaudhuri said in an interview, ““ when I was 23,
Iwrote a poem about a “street...my parents had moved
to Calcutta. It was the first time I had actually written
about a real locality, a real street, a real
neighbourhood. Before that, I thought writing and
poetry was about grand themes and I felt that surely
nothing I had experienced first hand was important
enough to put in a poem, leading gradually to wanting
to put it in another neighbourhood. I had known
Calcutta in a novel. I realized I was a person who
actually wanted to write everyday things and I thought
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a novel had the architecture, the space for me to write
about them in a certain way. So I saw the novel as a
space rather than a plot, a space which I could inhabit
in a larger way than I could in a poem.” (5)

James Wood comments on Chaudhuri in The New
Yorker:

He has defined that “ refutation of the spectacular”
throughout his career. Chaudhuri creates an
impressionistic and poetic atmosphere. He never
forces anything on us. There is no detailed plot, no
fixed design, no faked “conflict” or other drama. His
creations seem more like documentaries rather than
fiction. He seems to elaborate that literary pleasure is
a human pleasure, as we slowly encounter this
strolling, musing forceful self. ( Wood )

Amit Chaudhuri has a special place among
contemporary writers because he writes about
ordinary life in a deep and thoughtful way. He has an
eye for everything that relates to the life of the middle
class. His creative focus on customs, traditions,
superstitions, the way people talk, take bath, meet,
worship, and indulge in singing and music and the way
people, things, and happenings interact with one
another in a brief humdrum quotidian routine of life.
Small things like applying mustard oil to the limbs of
the child, washing clothes, wringing and spreading
them on a clothes - line, serving and eating various
kinds of food, graffiti on the wall, the birds especially
pigeons spontaneously making abstract designs with
their droppings cannot escape his eyes. Amit
Chaudhuri’s Afternoon Raag portrays the beauty of
everyday life through ordinary incidents. The
following passage illustrates how a simple rainy scene
becomes meaningful by evoking emotional reflection
in daily life:

I had never seen it rain like this in England; water
collected in the lanes and flowed past us as it does in
Calcutta; and the English were excited at first and then
reasonable and collected, telling each other jokes and
enjoying themselves; it was all a little like but yet very
unlike the wise dailiness with which an Indian
outwaits a shower. Sharma looked at the sky and felt
poetic and told me how he was reminded of his village
(Chauduri 38).
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This passage is more than a description of rain. It
shows how Amit Chaudhuri transforms a simple
moment into a meaningful way. The comparison
between England and India connects the narrator’s
present life with memories of hom. Through this
simple experience, Chaudhuri shows the feelings of
memory, identity, and belonging. Instead of dramatic
events, he gives importance to ordinary moments of
life. This passage shows that even a simple experience
can become meaningful in literature. So, it supports
the main argument of this paper that Afternoon Raag
gives literary importance to everyday life.

Amit Chaudhuri highlights ordinary social behaviour
through simple daily interactions when he describes
Mandira: “She was small and roundish, and a favourite
with the porters and stewards, who would wink at her,
or put an arm around her, and call her ‘love’ or
‘dear’...” ( Chaudhuri 17). The quotation also reflects
Chaudhuri’s sharp observation of human behaviour.
Rather than focusing on action or plot, he pays
attention to gestures, conversations, attitudes, and
feelings that often go unnoticed in everyday life. This
makes his life realistic and intimate. This passage
shows that Chaudhuri gives importance to simple
human relationships and everyday life. He does not
depend on dramatic events but presents ordinary
moments in a meaningful way. These ordinary
experiences help readers understand the thoughts and
feelings of the characters. Therefore, this passage
highlights the main idea of this paper that everyday life
is the central focus of Chaudhuri's fiction. Chaudhuri’s
writings don’t find real plots or any particular story.
Despite that, they describe quotidian living and
experiences in a new way keeping in mind the dignity
of human beings. Amit Chaudhuri uses the child’s
view of life to see ordinary things in a new light. He
uniquely connects ordinary things.

Nadeem Aslam (novelist) remarks, “To read Amit
Chaudhuri is to discover that one’s heart is beating at
a gentler, more profound place. In today’s noisy world,
his words provide a home wherein we can contemplate
the essential things in life.” (Aslam).

Amit Chaudhuri presents the beauty of everyday life
through ordinary human experiences. In his fiction,
ordinary lives of characters themselves become the
main subject of the story. He pays attention to small
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details of daily living — such as family talks, food,
music, weather, streets, silence, and personal
memories. He shows that real life is mostly made up
of common experiences, not extraordinary incidents.
Therefore, the “quotidian” or everyday aspect
becomes central to understanding human identity and
emotions in his works. He carefully presents the
routine activities of ordinary people. Inspired by
Rabindranath Tagore, he writes about simple actions
like eating, bathing, talking with family members,
visiting friends, going to the market, walking on
streets and observing surroundings. These activities
may appear ordinary, but Chaudhuri shows the real
essence of human life.

The quotidian in his novels is mostly depicted through
the domestic activities of the narrator and other
characters. In Afternoon Raag, Amit Chaudhuri
presents everyday life by showing the daily routines of
the narrator and the people around him:

Before I met Shehnaz, I led a domestic life with
Sharma, a warm kitchen-life of teas and conversations.
In this country where afternoon comes suddenly, he
was a desired and happy interference, sewing my
buttons, cooking daal for dinner, advising me on
which clothes to wear, forcing me to buy new ones. (
C 205)

Amit Chaudhuri’s works beautifully present the
importance of everyday life through ordinary daily
activities and routine moments. Phrases such as “warm
kitchen-life of teas and conversation,” “sewing the
buttons,” and “cooking daal,” reflect simple domestic
activities and the simple family setting. Further, the
room of Shehnaz, is also characterised by the
description of domestic materials such as “teacups and
electric kettle” ( AR 228) and the portrayal of these
articles reminds us of the quotidian aspects of our day
to day life and its daily occurrence. His depiction of
Bombay life is also marked by his parents’ activities
of reading newspapers, taking bath, and playing
harmonium and so on. Saikat Majumdar, an Indian
novelist and critic, on the importance of quotidian
aspects in the field of literature states, “Quotidian
details are often essential to flesh out the world of the
novel and to produce the tangible immediacy without
which realist narration, at least, cannot take shape’
(2013: 9-10).
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According to Patrycja Austin, a literary scholar,
“Among the multitude of new epic and fantastic
postcolonial narratives, Chaudhuri is striving to make
room for the ‘real’ and ‘ordinary’ (133).

III. CONCLUSION

To conclude, the present study shows that Amit
Chaudhuri gives literary importance to ordinary
everyday life in A Strange and Sublime Address and
Afternoon Raag. Through these novels, he shows that
literature does not always depend on dramatic plots or
extraordinary events. Instead, he finds beauty and
meaning in simple daily experiences such as family
relationships, conversations, food, music, memories,
and everyday surroundings. These ordinary
experiences help readers understand memory, identity,
human relationships, and emotions in a deeper way.
He has the unique ability of turning every little
mundane detail of daily life into poetic beauty.

The present study also shows that ordinary life is not
merely the background of Chaudhuri’s fiction but its
central artistic concern. It also demonstrates that
meaningful literature can be created by ordinary
moments without depending on dramatic events. In
this way, the study contributes to a better
understanding of Amit Chaudhuri’s distinctive place
in contemporary Indian English literature. Thus, Amit
Chaudhuri transforms ordinary experiences into
meaningful literary art and establishes everyday life as
an important subject in contemporary Indian English
fiction.
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