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Abstract- Modern Assamese literature has undergone 

remarkable transformation under the impact of 

urbanization, globalization, and socio-economic change. 

Rapid urban growth has reshaped traditional Assamese 

society, resulting in cultural dislocation, psychological 

alienation, and a growing crisis of identity among 

individuals and communities. This study analytically 

examines how modern Assamese writers portray the 

conflict between traditional rural values and emerging 

urban lifestyles in novels, short stories, and poetry. The 

paper explores themes such as migration, unemployment, 

cultural fragmentation, consumerism, loneliness, and loss 

of indigenous heritage that characterize urban Assamese 

life. It further highlights the emotional struggles of 

individuals who experience uncertainty and identity 

conflict within a rapidly changing social environment. The 

study adopts an analytical and interpretative approach 

based on textual analysis and secondary literary sources. 

Through critical examination of selected literary texts, the 

research reveals that modern Assamese literature serves 

both as a reflection of social transformation and as a 

medium for preserving cultural memory and resistance 

against cultural erosion. The findings indicate that 

urbanization has significantly influenced literary 

expression in Assam by introducing complex questions 

related to identity, belongingness, and cultural continuity. 

The study contributes to a broader understanding of the 

interrelationship between literature, urban consciousness, 

and identity formation in contemporary Assamese society. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 

Literature has always reflected the changing realities 

of society and human existence. Modern Assamese 

literature, particularly after the twentieth century, has 

undergone major thematic and stylistic 

transformations due to urbanization, industrial growth, 

migration, and globalization. The process of 

urbanization has not only altered the physical and 

economic structure of Assam but has also reshaped 

cultural identity, social relationships, language, and 

individual consciousness. As rural populations 

migrated toward urban centers in search of 

employment, education, and modern lifestyles, 

Assamese society experienced significant cultural 

shifts and psychological tensions. These 

transformations found deep expression in modern 

Assamese novels, short stories, and poetry. 

 

1.1 Concept of Urbanization 

Urbanization refers to the expansion of urban centers 

and the movement of population from rural to urban 

areas. It is associated with industrialization, 

modernization, technological advancement, and socio-

economic mobility. In Assam, urbanization 

accelerated after independence and further intensified 

during the era of globalization. Cities gradually 

emerged as centers of education, commerce, and 

political activity, attracting people from diverse 

backgrounds. However, rapid urban growth also 

created problems such as unemployment, social 

inequality, cultural displacement, and weakening of 

traditional community bonds. 

 

1.2 Identity Crisis in Modern Society 

Identity crisis refers to a condition in which 

individuals or communities experience confusion 

regarding their cultural, social, linguistic, or personal 

identity. Modern urban life often creates feelings of 

alienation, loneliness, and psychological insecurity. In 

the Assamese context, identity crisis has emerged due 

to the tension between traditional values and modern 

urban culture. The influence of westernization, 

consumerism, migration, and multicultural 

interactions has affected the sense of belonging among 

people, especially among the younger generation. 

 

1.3 Urbanization and Assamese Literature 

Modern Assamese literature has actively portrayed the 

impact of urbanization on society and human 
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relationships. Many Assamese writers have depicted 

urban life as a space of opportunity as well as 

emotional isolation. Literary works often represent 

conflicts between rural simplicity and urban 

complexity, highlighting the struggles of individuals 

who attempt to preserve their cultural roots within 

rapidly changing social structures. Themes such as 

displacement, fragmentation of family values, 

unemployment, migration, and loss of moral stability 

are frequently reflected in modern Assamese literary 

texts. 

 

1.4 Representation of Identity Crisis in Literary Works 

Modern Assamese writers have explored identity 

crisis through characters who face uncertainty, 

loneliness, and cultural conflict in urban settings. The 

protagonists in many novels and short stories struggle 

to balance traditional Assamese values with the 

pressures of modern city life. Literature portrays how 

urbanization affects language, social customs, family 

structures, and emotional relationships. Through 

symbolism, realism, and psychological narration, 

Assamese authors express the anxieties of individuals 

who feel disconnected from their cultural heritage. 

 

1.5 Significance of the Study 

The study is significant because it examines the 

relationship between literature and social 

transformation in Assam. Urbanization has become 

one of the most influential forces shaping modern 

Assamese society, and literature provides a valuable 

medium for understanding its cultural and 

psychological consequences. By analyzing the 

representation of identity crisis in modern Assamese 

literature, the study contributes to a deeper 

understanding of urban consciousness, cultural 

change, and human experiences in contemporary 

Assam. 

 

1.6 Scope of the Study 

The scope of the study is limited to selected modern 

Assamese literary works that portray urban 

experiences and identity-related conflicts. The 

research focuses mainly on novels, poetry, and short 

stories written during the modern period. It 

emphasizes themes such as urban alienation, 

migration, cultural disintegration, social anxiety, and 

the search for identity. 

 

1.7 Conclusion 

Urbanization has brought profound changes to 

Assamese society and has deeply influenced literary 

expression in modern Assamese literature. Writers 

have used literature as a medium to reflect the 

emotional, cultural, and psychological consequences 

of rapid social transformation. The representation of 

identity crisis in literary works highlights the struggle 

of individuals to preserve their cultural values and 

social belonging within an increasingly urbanized 

world. Therefore, the analytical study of urbanization 

and identity crisis in modern Assamese literature 

remains highly relevant for understanding the 

evolving cultural consciousness of Assam. 

 

Objectives of the Study 

The present study aims to critically examine the 

impact of urbanization and the emergence of identity 

crisis in modern Assamese literature. The study 

focuses on understanding how literary works reflect 

social transformation, cultural displacement, and 

psychological conflict within contemporary Assamese 

society. 

 

1. To analyze the concept and influence of 

urbanization in modern Assamese literature. 

2. To examine the representation of identity crisis in 

selected Assamese literary works. 

3. To study the socio-cultural and psychological 

effects of urbanization portrayed in modern Assamese 

literature. 

4. To explore how modern Assamese writers depict the 

conflict between traditional values and urban 

modernity. 

5. To evaluate the role of literature in reflecting 

cultural transformation and social change in Assam. 

6. To understand the literary expression of alienation, 

displacement, and cultural fragmentation in urban 

Assamese society. 

 

These objectives provide a framework for 

understanding the relationship between urbanization, 

identity crisis, and literary expression in modern 

Assamese literature. The study seeks to contribute to a 

deeper interpretation of contemporary Assamese 

society through literary analysis. 

 

1. Introduction to Review of Literature 
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Review of related literature is an important component 

of research because it helps in understanding previous 

studies, theoretical perspectives, and critical 

interpretations related to the research topic. The 

present review focuses on literary discussions 

concerning urbanization, identity crisis, social 

transformation, and cultural displacement in modern 

Assamese literature. Various scholars, critics, and 

writers have examined how rapid urban growth and 

modernization have influenced Assamese society and 

literary expression. 

 

2. Studies on Urbanization and Social Transformation 

Several sociological and literary studies have 

highlighted the impact of urbanization on Assamese 

society. Researchers have observed that urbanization 

has transformed traditional social structures, 

occupational patterns, family relationships, and 

cultural practices. The growth of cities and migration 

from rural areas have created new opportunities as 

well as psychological and social tensions. Assamese 

literary critics have pointed out that modern literature 

reflects these transformations through realistic 

portrayals of urban life, economic inequality, and 

cultural fragmentation. 

 

3. Studies on Identity Crisis in Literature 

Identity crisis has emerged as a significant theme in 

modern Indian and Assamese literature. Scholars have 

explained that identity crisis develops when 

individuals experience confusion regarding their 

social, cultural, linguistic, or personal identity. In 

literary studies, identity crisis is often associated with 

alienation, loneliness, existential anxiety, and 

displacement. Assamese writers have portrayed 

characters who struggle to maintain their traditional 

values and cultural roots within rapidly changing 

urban environments. Literary critics have emphasized 

that the crisis of identity is deeply connected with 

modernization, migration, and globalization. 

 

4. Urban Consciousness in Modern Assamese 

Literature 

Modern Assamese literature demonstrates a growing 

urban consciousness that reflects the realities of 

contemporary city life. Researchers studying 

Assamese novels and short stories have identified 

themes such as unemployment, migration, social 

isolation, moral instability, and changing family 

structures. Urban settings are often portrayed as spaces 

of ambition and opportunity, but also as centers of 

emotional conflict and cultural disintegration. Many 

literary works depict the tension between rural 

simplicity and urban complexity, thereby highlighting 

the psychological struggles of individuals adapting to 

modern lifestyles. 

 

5. Contributions of Assamese Writers 

Prominent Assamese writers have significantly 

contributed to the portrayal of urbanization and 

identity crisis in literature. Their literary works present 

realistic depictions of changing social values, 

economic struggles, and cultural displacement. 

Through novels, poetry, and short stories, writers have 

explored the emotional experiences of individuals 

living in urban spaces. Their works also reflect 

nostalgia for rural traditions and concern for the 

erosion of indigenous cultural identity. The literary 

representation of urban life has helped readers 

understand the complexities of modern Assamese 

society. 

 

6. Research Gap 

Although several studies have been conducted on 

Assamese literature and social transformation, limited 

research has specifically focused on the analytical 

relationship between urbanization and identity crisis in 

modern Assamese literature. Most studies examine 

either social change or literary themes separately. 

There remains a need for a comprehensive analytical 

study that connects urban development, cultural 

displacement, psychological conflict, and literary 

representation within a unified framework. The 

present study attempts to address this gap by critically 

analyzing selected literary texts from the perspective 

of urbanization and identity crisis. 

 

7. Conclusion 

The review of related literature indicates that 

urbanization and identity crisis are closely 

interconnected themes in modern Assamese literature. 

Previous studies and literary analyses reveal that 

Assamese writers have effectively portrayed the 

cultural, emotional, and psychological effects of rapid 

social transformation. However, further analytical 

exploration is required to understand how literature 

reflects the evolving urban consciousness and identity-

related struggles of contemporary Assamese society. 
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Therefore, the present study aims to contribute to this 

important area of literary research. 

 

Methodology 

Research methodology refers to the systematic 

procedures and techniques used for conducting a 

research study. The present study on urbanization and 

identity crisis in modern Assamese literature adopts an 

analytical and interpretative approach to examine 

literary representations of social transformation, 

cultural displacement, and psychological conflict. The 

methodology is designed to ensure objective analysis, 

proper interpretation, and academic reliability. 

 

Nature of the Study 

The study is qualitative and analytical in nature. It 

focuses on understanding literary themes, social 

realities, and cultural experiences reflected in selected 

Assamese literary texts. The research emphasizes 

interpretation, critical analysis, and thematic 

exploration rather than statistical investigation. 

 

Research Design 

The research follows a descriptive and analytical 

research design. It examines how urbanization and 

identity crisis are represented in modern Assamese 

literature through detailed textual analysis. The design 

helps in understanding the relationship between 

literature and contemporary social transformation in 

Assam. 

 

Sources of Data 

The study is primarily based on secondary sources of 

data. Relevant information has been collected from 

Assamese novels, short stories, poetry collections, 

literary criticism books, journals, research articles, 

dissertations, newspapers, and academic publications 

related to Assamese literature, urbanization, and 

identity studies. 

 

Selection of Literary Texts 

Selected modern Assamese literary works dealing 

with themes of urban life, migration, alienation, and 

identity crisis have been considered for analysis. The 

literary texts are selected on the basis of thematic 

relevance, literary importance, and representation of 

contemporary Assamese society. 

 

 

Method of Data Collection 

Data for the study have been collected through library 

research, textual reading, review of scholarly articles, 

and analysis of literary criticism. Both printed and 

digital academic sources have been consulted to gather 

relevant information regarding urbanization and 

identity-related issues in Assamese literature. 

 

Method of Analysis 

The collected literary texts and secondary materials 

have been analyzed through thematic and 

interpretative methods. The study examines themes 

such as cultural displacement, social alienation, 

migration, loss of identity, psychological conflict, 

urban consciousness, and modernization. Comparative 

literary interpretation has also been used where 

necessary. 

 

Analytical Framework 

The study uses a socio-literary analytical framework 

to understand the relationship between literature and 

society. Concepts related to urbanization, modernity, 

cultural transformation, and identity crisis have been 

applied to interpret the selected literary works. The 

framework enables the researcher to connect literary 

representation with social realities. 

 

Scope of the Study 

The scope of the study is limited to selected modern 

Assamese literary works that portray urban 

experiences and identity crisis. The study mainly 

focuses on literature written during the modern period 

and does not extensively include ancient or medieval 

Assamese literature. 

 

Delimitation of the Study 

The study is confined to literary analysis and does not 

include empirical field surveys or quantitative 

research methods. Only selected literary texts relevant 

to the objectives of the study have been considered for 

analysis. 

 

Significance of the Methodology 

The adopted methodology provides a systematic and 

reliable approach for understanding the impact of 

urbanization on literary expression and identity 

formation. It helps in critically interpreting how 

Assamese writers portray social transformation and 

psychological conflict within modern urban society. 
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Ethical Considerations 

The study follows academic ethics and research 

integrity. Proper acknowledgment of scholarly ideas, 

literary sources, and critical interpretations has been 

maintained throughout the research process. The study 

also ensures originality and avoids plagiarism through 

independent interpretation and analytical writing. 

 

Data Collection 

The data for the present study have been collected 

mainly from secondary sources. Various Assamese 

novels, short stories, poems, literary criticism books, 

journals, dissertations, and research articles related to 

urbanization and identity crisis have been consulted. 

Academic publications discussing Assamese society, 

modernity, migration, and cultural transformation 

were also used to support the analysis. Library 

resources, online scholarly materials, and published 

literary works formed the major sources of data 

collection. 

 

Sources of Literary Data 

The literary data were collected from selected modern 

Assamese literary works dealing with urban life, 

alienation, migration, social conflict, and identity-

related issues. Both primary and secondary literary 

sources were considered for analytical interpretation. 

 

Collection Procedure 

The researcher systematically reviewed literary texts 

and academic materials relevant to the objectives of 

the study. Important themes, character portrayals, 

social settings, and literary expressions associated 

with urbanization and identity crisis were identified 

and categorized for analysis. 

 

Data Analysis 

The collected data were analyzed through qualitative 

and thematic analysis methods. The analysis focused 

on identifying recurring literary themes such as 

alienation, loneliness, cultural disintegration, 

migration, unemployment, social isolation, and 

psychological insecurity. The selected literary texts 

were critically interpreted to understand how 

Assamese writers portrayed the effects of urbanization 

on society and human identity. 

 

 

 

Thematic Analysis 

Thematic analysis was used to identify major themes 

associated with urbanization and identity crisis. 

Themes such as cultural displacement, urban 

consciousness, erosion of traditional values, and 

existential anxiety were carefully examined within the 

literary texts. 

 

Analytical Interpretation of Literary Texts 

The literary works were interpreted from socio-

cultural and psychological perspectives. Characters, 

narrative techniques, symbolism, and urban settings 

were critically analyzed to understand the emotional 

and cultural impact of modernization and urban 

growth in Assamese society. 

 

Comparative Literary Observation 

Comparative observation was used to examine 

similarities and differences among literary texts 

dealing with urbanization and identity crisis. This 

helped in understanding how different writers 

responded to social change and urban experiences. 

 

Interpretation of Findings 

The interpretation of the analyzed data reveals that 

modern Assamese literature strongly reflects the 

impact of urbanization on society and individual 

identity. Urban life is often portrayed as a source of 

economic opportunity as well as emotional alienation 

and cultural instability. The literary works indicate 

that rapid urbanization has weakened traditional social 

bonds and created uncertainty regarding cultural and 

personal identity. 

 

Urbanization and Social Change 

The analysis shows that Assamese writers portray 

urbanization as a transformative force that changes 

family structures, social relationships, and moral 

values. Migration from rural areas to urban centers 

creates social adjustment problems and emotional 

conflict among individuals. 

 

Identity Crisis and Psychological Conflict 

The study reveals that identity crisis is represented 

through characters experiencing loneliness, confusion, 

displacement, and cultural insecurity. The struggle 

between traditional Assamese identity and modern 

urban culture creates psychological tension within 

individuals and communities. 
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Cultural Displacement 

The literary texts reflect concern regarding the erosion 

of indigenous culture, language, and traditional 

customs. Urbanization and globalization are portrayed 

as factors contributing to cultural fragmentation and 

loss of social belonging. 

 

Role of Literature 

Modern Assamese literature functions as a mirror of 

social reality and cultural consciousness. Writers use 

literature to express resistance against cultural erosion 

and to preserve the emotional and historical memory 

of Assamese society amidst rapid modernization. 

 

Suggestions for Remedies 

The following suggestions are prepared on the basis of 

the objectives and findings of the study. The 

recommendations aim to strengthen literary 

awareness, cultural consciousness, and academic 

research related to urbanization and identity crisis in 

modern Assamese literature. 

1. Promotion of Cultural Awareness 

Educational institutions and literary organizations 

should promote awareness regarding Assamese 

cultural identity, language, and traditional values 

among younger generations affected by urbanization. 

2. Encouragement of Literary Research 

Researchers and scholars should conduct more 

analytical studies on urbanization, migration, and 

identity crisis in Assamese literature to enrich 

contemporary literary criticism. 

3. Preservation of Indigenous Heritage 

Efforts should be made to preserve indigenous cultural 

traditions, folk literature, and linguistic heritage 

through literary activities, academic programs, and 

cultural initiatives. 

4. Inclusion of Contemporary Themes in Curriculum 

Modern Assamese literary texts dealing with 

urbanization, alienation, and cultural transformation 

should be included in academic curricula to help 

students understand contemporary social realities. 

5. Strengthening Rural-Urban Cultural Balance 

Writers, educators, and policymakers should 

encourage balanced development that respects both 

traditional rural values and modern urban progress. 

6. Promotion of Humanistic and Ethical Values 

Literature should continue to be used as a medium for 

promoting social harmony, emotional sensitivity, and 

ethical consciousness in rapidly changing urban 

society. 

7. Support for Creative Literary Expression 

Young Assamese writers should be encouraged to 

express urban experiences and identity-related 

struggles through creative literary forms such as 

poetry, novels, and short stories. 

8. Development of Comparative Literary Studies 

Comparative studies between Assamese literature and 

other regional literatures should be encouraged to 

understand broader dimensions of urbanization and 

identity crisis in India. 

 

Graphical Representation of Analytical Focus Areas 

 

 
Figure: Analytical representation based on major objectives of the study.
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The suggestions provided above aim to address the 

cultural, social, and literary challenges associated with 

urbanization and identity crisis in modern Assamese 

literature. These recommendations may contribute to 

the preservation of Assamese cultural identity and 

encourage further literary and academic exploration. 

 

Conclusion 

The present study entitled 'An Analytical Study on 

Urbanization and Identity Crisis in Modern Assamese 

Literature' examines the significant influence of 

urbanization on Assamese society and its literary 

expression. The findings of the study indicate that 

modern Assamese literature reflects the changing 

realities of social life shaped by urban growth, 

migration, industrialization, and cultural 

transformation. Writers of modern Assamese literature 

have successfully portrayed the emotional, 

psychological, and cultural consequences of 

urbanization through novels, poetry, and short stories. 

 

The study reveals that identity crisis has emerged as 

one of the central concerns in modern Assamese 

literary discourse. Rapid urbanization has altered 

traditional social structures, weakened community 

relationships, and generated feelings of alienation, 

loneliness, and uncertainty among individuals. 

Literary characters often struggle to balance 

traditional Assamese values with the demands of 

modern urban life, resulting in emotional conflict and 

cultural displacement. 

 

The analysis also highlights that Assamese writers 

have critically represented issues such as migration, 

unemployment, consumerism, fragmentation of 

family systems, and loss of indigenous cultural 

identity. Urban life is portrayed both as a space of 

opportunity and as a source of emotional insecurity, 

moral instability, and social disconnection. These 

literary representations reveal the complexity of 

human experiences within rapidly changing social 

environments. 

 

Furthermore, the study emphasizes that literature acts 

as a mirror of society by documenting social 

transformation and giving voice to cultural anxieties. 

Modern Assamese literature not only records the 

realities of urbanization but also expresses resistance 

to cultural erosion and nostalgia for traditional social 

values. Through literary imagination and critical 

observation, writers have attempted to preserve 

cultural memory and raise awareness about identity-

related concerns. 

 

In conclusion, urbanization and identity crisis remain 

deeply interconnected themes in modern Assamese 

literature. The study contributes to a broader 

understanding of how literature reflects contemporary 

Assamese society and human consciousness in times 

of cultural change. The findings suggest the need for 

continued literary research on social transformation, 

identity, and cultural continuity in Assam. 
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